The steroids ACTH and cortisone have now been used in the treatment of systemic lupus erythematosus for over five years. Several reports on the results of treatment are available (Haserick, 1953 ; Dubois et al., I952; Soffer and Bader, 1952; Harvey et al., 1954) . There are few publications in the British literature in which the results of treatment are recorded. (Cohen and Cadman, 1953 ; Gold and Gowing, 1953; Richards, I954.) This report is an attempt to assess the results in a further I2 cases treated over the period, 1950 to 1954.
The main clinical features of these I2 patients are recorded in (Table 3) . In Table 4 , details of the total white count, E.S.R., and L.E. cell tests immediately before, and after four to six weeks' treatment are presented.
It will be seen that of the seven cases with a leukopaenia immediately before the start of treatment, four showed an increase in total white count; the small numbers involved and the known spontaneous variation in white cell counts in this disease make this an observation of doubtful significance. In only one case was the sedimentation rate reduced during treatment, and in many the rate actually increased, a feature noted previously by Thorn et al. (1950) and Dubois et al. (1952) . The L.E. cell phenomenon persisted throughout this period of observation in eight patients, although fading in intensity towards the end of the period. Table 5 records the plasma protein analysis immediately before, and after four to six weeks' treatment, and it is apparent that there is no tendency for the abnormal protein pattern to return to normal within this period. In fact in 
